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Prof. Dr. Stefan Bouzarovski, University of Manchester, UK:
Conceptualizing domestic energy demand: Towards a
geographical perspective

Growing concerns about the impacts of climate change and the security of hydro-
carbon supplies have helped propel global energy dilemmas (Bradshaw 2013) to
the top of the political agenda. The emergent domain of ‘energy geographies’ is
thus increasingly providing a staging ground for multiple theoretical perspectives
and empirical investigations, from the wider spatial aspects of transitions to low
carbon futures to the lived experiences of energy use (Bridge et al. 2013).

The reduction and management of energy demand in the home have been central
components of efforts to move towards a low carbon future. Within this trend,
scientists and policy-makers alike have begun to acknowledge the importance of
social and cultural aspects of energy flows at the level of individual households in
addition to the more traditional focus on technologies and economies. Yet spatial
perspectives on the topic have been notoriously absent, despite the existence of
a significant body of knowledge on the geographical construction of the modern
home, and the political ecologies implicated in its functioning.

This presentation aims to contribute to the conceptualization of a geographical
perspective on energy demand. | explore the scale- and place-dependent nature

of the relationship between the material and technical properties of energy circula-
tions, on the one hand, and the social formations and arrangements present in the
indoor environment of the home, on the other. To this end, the presentation uses
two concepts - ‘energy services’ and the ‘energy subject’ - to highlight the inher-
ently hybrid, political and multi-sited nature of domestic energy demand.



